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 NEW AGENDA POSTING 
REQUIREMENTS 

     House Bill No. 1522 amended 
the Government Code regarding 
the notice requirements for meet-
ings under the open meetings law, 
effective September 1, 2025.  The 
bill changed the notice posting 
requirements from a minimum of 
72 hours to at least three business 
days before the scheduled meeting 
date, excluding weekends and hol-
idays.   Additionally, if the budget 
will be discussed or adopted in a 
meeting, the posted agenda must 
include a taxpayer impact state-
ment comparing the current and 
upcoming fiscal year’s property tax 
bills for median-valued homestead 
properties. The changes aim to 
enhance transparency and acces-
sibility of budget-related informa-
tion to the public. The posting of 
the agenda and related materials 
will now occur earlier than Friday 
afternoon, usually on Wednesday. 

16TH ANNUAL TOWN 
HALL MEETING

 Saturday, January 24th , 2026
       Our tentative agenda will begin 
with City Manager Dr. Crystal 

Caldera’s  summary of the progress 
made on goals and issues discussed 
from the January, 2025 Town Hall 
Meeting. TOPICS:  a) A presenta-
tion on the State of Texas Emergen-
cy Registry (STEAR). This program 
is for anyone who may need some 
form of assistance during times 
of an emergency/disaster event. 
Registration for STEAR is free, and 
alerts local first responders that 
you may need help. b) TXDOT 
will give an update on the Bandera 
Road redevelopment project with 
schematics. The project is almost 
shovel ready (all elements of the 
project completed) and was ex-
pected to begin construction on 
Phase 1 (Leon Valley) in the 3rd 
Quarter, 2028.  However, we have 
been notified that because many 
TXDOT projects need money for 
construction, our project could be 
delayed for several years. c) Infra-
structure Projects Update. The City 
Manager will present and solicit 
citizen input on prioritizing what 
city infrastructure projects should 
be funded, with costs associated. 
We will use the tool Mentimeter to 
measure responses, so please bring 
your phone.  d) We will conclude 
our meeting, with a Citizens to Be 

Heard portion at the end of the 
meeting.   This is YOUR opportu-
nity to let the Council know what 
your priorities/concerns for the 
city are. All citizens will receive a 
postcard with the final agenda in 
early January.  Meeting starts at 
8:30 am and will include a light 
breakfast.  Hope to see you there!
FYI – Quarterly Coffees with the 
Mayor and City Council are sched-
uled on the 4th Saturday morning 
in April, July and October at 9 am 
in the Conference Center to hear 
from citizens and to present specif-
ic information, like the budget, in 
a more informal setting.
	

TIMELINE 
FOR ADOPTING FY 
BUDGET 2025 – 2026

 October 1, 2025 – September 
30, 2026

The following is a snapshot of how 
Continued on next page

By Mayor Chris Riley

“Gratitude is the most beautiful way to start and end a day.”
                                                                                                   Unknown
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we ended up approving the FY 25-
26 budget:
June 3rd, June 19th and July 26th 
– The City Manager presented a 
budget which initially reflected a 
deficit of $1.3 million. Over the 
next two budget meetings, the 
deficit was reduced to $250,797. 
The City Council and manager 
made difficult cuts to reflect the 
decreases realized (annual 4th of 
July celebration was eliminated).
August 5th – The city received the 
no-new revenue rate of $.505 from 
Bexar Appraisal District, which 
would generate approximately 
the same tax revenue as last year. 
When applying this rate to our 
proposed budget, the city still had 
a deficit of approximately $47,000. 
The Council directed the manager 
to raise the tax rate a full penny 
to $.515, which erased the deficit 
with a surplus of approximately 
$64,000.
August 19th – Keeping the tax 
rate at $.515, the council allocat-
ed the surplus of $64,000 to fire 
department repairs, park main-
tenance and a mass notification 
system. The Council also appro-
priated $475,000 from the estimat-
ed $5.7 million reserve fund for 
future capital needs.
September 2nd – The 2nd read 
for adopting the FY 25-26 tax rate 
at $.515 per $100 valuation was 
scheduled for a vote.  At this meet-
ing, the city manager informed the 
Council of Senate Bill 10, pending 
in the special legislative session.  
This bill would cap the property 
tax rate increase at 1% rather than 
the current 3.5%, which would 
mean your governing body could 

not raise taxes over 1% in future 
years without voter approval. As-
suming SB10 would become law, 
the Council directed the manager 
to increase the tax rate an addi-
tional three cents to $.545, for a to-
tal of a six-cent increase from the 
current FY24-25 tax rate of $.484, 
generating $347,000 more in prop-
erty taxes. This was to primarily 
hire 3 new firefighters. The man-
ager then re-figured the budget at 
this rate to present to city council 
and the public on September 16th.
September 3rd – The next day, the 
city manager informed the council 
that SB 10 died before the spe-
cial legislative session ended and 
was not voted into law, so the 1% 
restriction would not apply in the 
near future.
September 16th- The manager 
presented the FY25-26 budget at 
the $.545 rate. Councilor Heyl 
and I advocated to go back to the 
initial decision to raise the tax rate 
to $.515 rather than raise to $.545. 
Our concern was the impact on 
family budgets, including rising 
cost of food, health care and an 
increase in water and sewer fees 
beginning October 1st. Council-
ors Bolton, Campos, Orozco and 
Mursch voted to raise the tax rate 
to $.545 citing the need to hire 
three firefighters as recommended 
by the staff utilization study sever-
al years ago. 
September 20th – The sole pur-
pose of this meeting was to con-
duct a second reading on setting 
the tax rate for FY25-26 city bud-
get, as required by the city charter. 
After Council heard from citizens 
who were in attendance, Councilor 
Heyl moved to approve a tax rate 
of $.515.  I also supported keeping 

the tax rate at $.515, but I do not 
have a vote, so her motion died for 
a lack of a second.

     As Mayor, I then asked if there 
was another motion on the tax 
rate and Councilor Bolton moved 
to adopt a tax rate of $.525 as a 
compromise that would enable 
the council to hire one firefight-
er rather than three.  Councilor 
Heyl seconded the motion.  The 
vote was (2) Ayes (Bolton & Heyl) 
and (3) Nays (Campos, Orozco & 
Mursch), so the motion failed. 

     A third motion was made by 
Councilor Orozco and seconded 
by Councilor Mursch to adopt 
a tax rate of $.545 for FY 25-26.  
The votes were (2) Nays (Bolton 
& Heyl) and (3) Ayes (Campos, 
Orozco & Mursch), so the motion 
passed.

     With the tax rate of $.545, it is 
estimated the homeowner will pay 
an additional $169.30 a year for a 
home’s average value of $230,620. 
Homeowners over age 65 will not 
have to pay this increase.  Home-
owners received their property tax 
bill for FY 25-26 in October.  Your 
home’s taxes are assessed for the 
period of January 1st – December 
31, 2025 at this new rate. Payments 
are due by January 31, 2026 with 
the exception of split or quarter 
pay accounts.

     On the next couple pages are 
three charts to show the budget in 
a different way.  This was one of 
the most challenging budget pro-
cesses I have experienced. If you 
have any questions, please contact 
your elected officials or the city 
manager.

Continued from cover
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FOLLOWING  UP 
1.  In observance of the holiday 
season, city hall offices will be 
closed on December 24th  and 
reopen on January 2, 2026.  Police 
and Fire will continue providing 
24/7 service. The Leon Valley Li-
brary will close December 24-26th 
and re-open on December 27th. 
The January 6th council meeting 

has been cancelled.
2.  Communication is KEY to 
keeping everyone informed.  
ENEWS is a weekly on-line sum-
mary of what’s happening in Leon 
Valley from meetings to events.  
Please sign up with your email 
address at (www.leonvalleytexas.
gov); your privacy is protected. 
FYI – after every Council meeting, 
a Letter to Leon Valley Citizens 

summarizing what happened is 
published in E-NEWS the follow-
ing Friday.
On behalf of your city council 
and staff, we wish everyone a safe, 
peaceful and joyful holiday season!   
Happy New Year! 
Sincerely, Chris
Cell: (210) 618-2092
mayorriley@leonvalleytexas.gov

Continued from page 3
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Jury Duty: A Civic Responsibility

Receiving a jury summons may not be exciting, but it’s one of the most important civic duties. Ju-
rors are randomly selected from lists of registered voters using court management software. While 
optional exemptions exist, attendance is mandatory in every state. This is one obligation you 
can’t skip. Employers are legally required to allow employees time off for jury service. 

A Judge will address all jury candidates 
and explain the case. Attorneys on both 
sides then ask questions to ensure jurors 
are fair and impartial – a process called 
voir dire. It’s required to answer truthful-
ly to avoid the risk of penalty of perjury, 
the crime of lying under oath. Based on 
responses, the attorney or defendant may 
dismiss jurors through up to three strikes, 
also known as peremptory challenges. 
Some jurors may be dismissed without 
explanation.  The process continues until 
the necessary number of jurors and in 
some cases, a few alternates are left. The 
remaining jury members take an oath and 
are formally named that case’s jury.

As a juror, you are a silent observer of 
the trial proceedings. You’ll listen to both 

sides’ opening statements, be presented with evidence, and listen to everything being said to end 
with the closing arguments. At the end of the trial, the Judge will instruct the jury on how to reach 
the final verdict, known as deliberation. One juror, chosen as the foreperson, leads these discus-
sions.

As a juror, it is essential that you remain open-minded and base opinions only on the evidence. 
Remember, you’re not “picking a side” but are an impartial third party to decide the truth with a ver-
dict of guilty or not guilty. In the municipal court, which handles class C misdemeanors, the verdict 
must be unanimous. You alone determine what the facts are and if the defendant is guilty or not 
guilty. The final decision, signed by the jury, is then delivered to the court.

So why serve? Because it’s mandatory. Think of it as paying it forward: if you were ever in court, 
you’d want your case decided by fair and thoughtful citizens. Jury duty allows you to exercise and 
protect the Sixth Amendment right to a trial by jury. Failure to appear can result in being held in 
contempt of court and fined $100.00. The court would rather have your cooperation than issue 
penalties. 

Jury duty connects us as citizens. It’s one of the few direct ways you can participate in your gov-
ernment. Jury service is a fundamental right that is guaranteed to all citizens and is one of the very 
important aspects of our Democracy. When you receive a jury summons, see it as a unique oppor-
tunity to see the justice system in action and to contribute to the fair administration of the law. Your 
service truly matters.

Tiffany Arizola, Court Administrator
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FROM THE OFFICE OF THE CITY SECRETARY
	
The Leon Valley City Council recently adopted the following ordinances:

Ordinance No. 2025-21 - An ordinance of the City of Leon Valley, TX., City 
Council granting a Specific Use Permit to allow Construction and Operation 
of a Telecommunication Antennae/Tower in a B-3 Commercial Zoning District, 
located at 6004 Grissom Road; and more specifically described as Lot 4, CB 
5955, Leon Valley Ranches Subdivision  – Adopted 09-16-2025
Ordinance No. 2025-22 - An ordinance of the City of Leon Valley, TX., City 
Council adopting the Annual Budget for the City of Leon Valley for the Fiscal 
Year 2026; approving projects included in the plans; appropriating funds and 
providing for payment – Adopted 09-16-2025
Ordinance No. 2025-23 - An ordinance establishing and adopting for the 
purpose of taxation for the calendar year 2025 and Fiscal Year 2026; levying a 
tax of $0.497818 for Maintenance and Operations and $0.047222 for the Interest 
and Sinking Fund for a total tax rate of $0.545040 on all property subject to 
taxation and situated in the City of Leon Valley, Texas, on the first day of January 
2025; Establishing the rate of said levy; determining due date, delinquent 
date, interest rates on delinquencies, and for penalties for delinquencies; and 
determining and enacting other matters pertinent, necessary and incident to 
the subject – Adopted 09-20-2025
Ordinance No. 2025-24 - An ordinance of the City Council of the City of 
Leon Valley, Texas amending the Enterprise Fund Budget of the City of Leon 
Valley, Texas Municipal Budget for the Fiscal Year 2025-26 in a total amount 
of $910,894 to provide funding for the Leon Valley Enterprise Fund for the 
El Verde Road Water and Drainage Improvements Project, and awarding the 
lowest qualified bid in the amount of $724,718.83 with $108,708 for contingency 
(15%), and authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract with D&D 
Construction, Inc. for the El Verde Road Water and Drainage Improvements 
Project – Adopted 11-04-2025
Ordinance No. 2025-25 - An ordinance of the City Council of the City of Leon 
Valley, Texas closing, vacating, and abandoning Robin Road – Adopted 11-04-
2025
To view these  ordinances in their entirety, as well as other City 
documents, please visit our Documents Library. You may also contact City 
Secretary Passailaigue at 210-684-1391 ext. 216 or by email at s.pass@
leonvalleytexas.gov 
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For any Questions email Santa at - bluesanta@leonvalleytexas.gov
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City Council recently approved updates 
to the rules for large item pickup to help 
keep our neighborhoods cleaner and 
ensure everyone receives consistent 
service.
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HAPPY TRAILS!!
Huebner Creek Greenway Hike & Bike Trail Segment 2

City staff and the City Engineer have submitted the 100% engi-
neering plans for the Huebner Creek Greenway Trail Segment 2 to 
TxDOT, and we expect to advertise for construction bids in Janu-
ary of 2026. The trail will connect to the Segment 1 trail just under 
the Bandera Road bridge near the end of El Verde Road and then 
run through the Huebner-Onion Natural Area Park and Raymond 
Rimkus Park to Evers Road. Segment 1 of the trail starts at the end 
of Shadow Mist St. and connects to the City of San Antonio’s Leon 
Creek Greenway Hike & Bike Trail. 

WINTER SEWER AVERAGING

Just a quick reminder that sewer rate averaging takes place from November to March, so please use the least amount of 
water as possible during this period (and remind members of your household to do the same!), to keep your sewer rates 
low for the next year. 

LEON VALLEY OFFERS FREE HOME WATER AUDITS
What is Home Water Audit?

A Home Water Audit is an assessment of how much water is being used and how much water can be saved in your home. 
Conducting a water audit involves checking for running water when all faucets, etc. are turned off, calculating water use, 
and identifying simple ways for saving water in the home. Utility Crew Staff will meet with you at your home and inspect 
toilets, water softeners, and irrigation lines, for leaks.

What are the Benefits of conducting a Home Water Audit?

Having a home water audit performed may help you save money by reducing your water usage, making you aware of how 
you use your water, and helping to identify methods for minimizing water usage by implementing simple conservation 
measures without drastically modifying your lifestyle. 

How do I request a Home Water Audit?

To request your personal Home Water Audit appointment, please call the Public Works Department at 210-684-1391 ext. 
224.

WINTER PREP - Protect the Pipes, People, Pets, and Plants!

October and November are the best months to prepare your home for the sometimes-freezing South Texas winter. Wrap 
exposed pipes, insulate pipes that run along exterior walls, cover all outside spigots, and replace any damaged or missing 
weather strips. Other items to consider for your winter preparations include:

	 ●   Have your heating system inspected
	 ●   Install a carbon monoxide (CO) detector in your home
	 ●   Assure your smoke detectors are in good working order
	 ●   Clean out gutters and repair any roof leaks
	 ●   Have the chimney cleaned and inspected
	 ●   Have a safe alternative heating source at the ready
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City Leadership Represents Leon Valley at the TML Conference
We’re excited to share this photo of our City Manager and members of the City Council attending the Texas Municipal League (TML) 
Conference. This annual conference brings together city leaders from across Texas to learn, grow, and share best practices that strengthen 
local government.
TML provides valuable training, legislative updates, and opportunities to collaborate with other cities—ensuring Leon Valley continues to 
move forward with knowledge, innovation, and strong leadership.
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12/19/2025

12/18/202512/16/2025

El Verde 
Seneca II 
The Ridge
Brisa Estates
Calypso Apartments
Hidden Meadows
Apartments
Vista Del Rey
Apartments

12/17/2025

Castle Estates 
Sierra Royal 
Seneca I
Forest Meadows
Grass Valley
Leon Trace
Apartments

Forest Oaks
Forest Oaks
Apartments

Santa is Coming To Leon Valley! 
The Leon Valley Fire Department and Santa will

be coming down your street to help share
holiday cheer! Keep an eye out, listen for the

music and wave to Santa! Santa will be making
his rounds beginning December 16th through

December 20th. 

SANTA RUN

L E O N  V A L L E Y  
F I R E  D E P A R T M E N T

DECEMBER 15 ,  16 ,  17 ,  18 ,  &  19

6  PM -  8  PM

12/15/2025

Bandera Pass
Timber Hill
Barcelona Lofts
Apartments
The Finley
Apartments
Shadow Mist
Timber Hill
Apartments 

Canterfield
Monte Robles
Pavona Place
Linkwood
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Think Before You Share: The Truth 
About Social Media “Warnings” and 
Chain Posts        Submitted by Lt. B. Martinez

Leon Valley residents frequently look out for one another, 
and that’s one of our community’s greatest strengths. But 
in today’s age of instant sharing, even well-intentioned 
posts can spread fear rather than facts. Recently, a 
Facebook story circulating in our area claimed that 
criminals were handing out business cards laced with a 

drug called Burundanga to incapacitate victims at gas stations. The post was alarming—
but not accurate.
What Really Happened?
According to verified information, no documented cases of this type of incident have 
occurred anywhere in the United States, including Texas. Variations of this same story 
have circulated online for years, each time without a single police report, investigation, 
or toxicology finding to support it.
National fact-checking organizations such as Snopes and WUSA9 VERIFY have 
examined these claims extensively. Their findings are clear: the story is unsubstantiated.
Experts in pharmacology also note that the method described simply isn’t scientifically 
plausible. A drug like scopolamine (sometimes called Burundanga) cannot be absorbed 
in dangerous amounts through brief skin contact with a paper card. It would require a 
dramatically different method of exposure.
Why These Posts Spread So Quickly
Social media makes it easy for dramatic stories to feel urgent and official. Many of these 
posts are intentionally written with emotional language or “copy-and-paste” formatting 
that encourages instant sharing. Unfortunately, when these false warnings gain traction, 
they:
• Create fear in neighborhoods
• Damage trust between citizens and police
• Cause unnecessary calls for service
• Distract from real safety issues that deserve our attention
How to Verify a Post Before Sharing
Here are a few quick steps to help protect yourself and your community from 
misinformation:
1. Check the source. Real police warnings come directly from official law enforcement 
pages, not anonymous posts or screenshots.
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2. Verify before you forward. If something sounds alarming, confirm it through fact-
checking sites like Snopes.com, FactCheck.org, or by reaching out to LVPD.
3. Look for missing details. If a post has no names, dates, case numbers, or agency 
contact information, it’s almost always unreliable.
4. Avoid fear-based sharing. Sharing unverified information, even with good 
intentions, can spread unnecessary panic.
The Bottom Line
Public safety depends on accurate, trustworthy information. We appreciate how much 
our residents care about protecting loved ones—but we encourage you to pause 
before you share. If you ever see a post claiming to be an urgent police alert, take a 
moment to verify it.
When in doubt, call us. We’re here to help. Spreading truth builds awareness. 
Spreading rumors builds fear. Let’s choose awareness—together.

Leon Valley Police Department
Non-Emergency: 210-684-3215
Administration: 210-684-1391 Ext. 252
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Community Relations
Crystal Miranda, Director
210-684-1391, x 228

CITY MEETINGS
All meetings at City Hall unless other-
wise specified. All meetings
subject to change due to Covid-19

City Council
1st & 3rd Tuesday - 6:30 p.m.
Board Of Adjustment 
Meets as required
Citizens Police Advisory Committee
Quarterly, 3rd Wednesday - 6:00 p.m.
Coffee with the Mayor 
Quarterly, 4th Saturday - 9 -11 a.m.
Earthwise Living Committee 
2nd Wednesday -
5:45 p.m. City Hall
Economic and Community 
Development Advisory Committee
Meets as needed
Library Board
2nd Thursday - 5:30 p.m. - Library
Park Commission
2nd Thursday - 6:00 p.m. -
Conference Center
Planning & Zoning Commission
4th Tuesday - 6:30 p.m. 

CITY NUMBERS
Keep these numbers handy

Emergency Number for POLICE, 
FIRE and EMS	                  911
City Web Site Address
                 www.leonvalleytexas.gov
City Hall	                  210-684-1391
Animal Control & 
Code Compliance	 210-684-6557
Non-Emergency       210-684-8897
Fire	                  210-684-3219
Police	                  210-684-3215
Human Resources	 210-684-1391
Dead Animal
Pickup                      210-684-6557
Public Works            210-681-1232
Library                      210-684-0720
Tiger Sanitation     	 210 333-4287
Community  Center
Rental	    210-684-1391 ext. 228

City Hall, non-emergency Police and Fire 
operations may be contacted at the above 
numbers Monday - Thursday, 7:30 a.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Closed weekends and holidays. 
Public Works Monday - Friday 7:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m.

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor		       Chris Riley
    mayorriley@leonvalleytexas.gov
Place 1	                Danielle Bolton
danielle.bolton@leonvalleytexas.gov
Place 2                            Betty Heyl
         betty.heyl@leonvalleytexas.gov
Place 3	                     Philip Campos
philip.campos@leonvalleytexas.gov
Place 4	                     Rey Orozco

rey.orozco@leonvalleytexas.gov
Place 5	              Beth Mursch

beth.mursch@leonvalleytexas.gov

LION’S ROAR
The Lion’s Roar is published by The 
City of Leon Valley, Texas, six times 
a year. Any publication of The City of 
Leon Valley, whether draft or final is the 
sole property of The City of Leon Valley 
and cannot be reproduced
or distributed in any way, whether 
in print or electronically, without the 
express written consent of The City of 
Leon Valley. For questions or comments 
regarding the information contained 
herein, contact:

The Lion’s Roar 
City of Leon Valley - 6400 El Verde Road
Leon Valley, Texas 78238 
(210) 684-1391, x 228

CITY STAFF
City Manager 
Crystal Caldera, PhD.
210-684-1391 x 219
City Secretary 
Saundra Passailaigue 
210-684-1391 x 216
Finance Department 
Carol Goering, Director
210-684-1391 x 223
Planning & Zoning Department  
Michael Gallardo, Director
210-684-1391 x 234
Economic Development Department  
Roque Salinas, Director
210-684-1391 x 232
LV Public Library
Regina Reed, Director      
210-684-0720, x 240
Fire Department
Michael Naughton, Fire Chief 
210-684-3219, x 281
Police Department
David Gonzalez, Police Chief 
210-684-1391, x 255
Public Works
Melinda Moritz, Director
210-681-1232, x 203
Human Resources
Lisa Hernandez, Director
210-684-1391, x 212


