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BEXAR COUNTY

AMENDED EXECUTIVE ORDER NW-15 OF COUNTY JUDGE NELSON W. WOLFF
ISSUED September 21, 2020

WHEREAS, pursuant to Texay Government Code Section 4(8.108, Bexar County Judge
Nelson W, Wolfl' declared a state of local disaster on March 13, 2020 due to imminent threat
arising rom COVID-19:

WHEREAS, in uccordance with Texas Government Code Section 418,108(b), on March
L4, 2020 aud June 16, 2020, the Bexar County Commissioners Court approved Orders Cantinuing
Declaralian ot State of Local Disaster for Bexar County and on September 15, 2020, the Bexar
Coytity Commissioners Court again approved a third Orddr Continuing Decluration of State of
Loca! Disaster for Bexar County (hereafier, the “Third Order of Continuation of Declaration);

WIHEREAS, in accordance with Texas Government Code Section 418,108(b), the consent
by Commissioners Court authorizes the Bexar County Judge ta continue to exervise the powers
granted by the Texas Disaster Act of 1975 fae the period specified and take such actions as are
necessary in order to protect the hicalth, safety and welfare of the citizens of Bexar County by the
issuanee of exeeutive orders (each, an “Executive Order” or “Amended Executive Order™)

WHEREAS, there currently still exists a declaration of public health disuster in and tor the
State of Texas us declured by Texas Govemnor Greg Abbott and the Texas Departmant of State
Elewlth Scrvices (DSHS) and the transmission of COVID-19 has not dissipated but remainy a
significant threat to the health and safety of the Bexar County Community;

WHEREAS, in consultation with local health professionals, the County Judge hux
dotermined that extrnordinary emergency measures must be continued in order to try and mitigate
the eftects of this public health emergency and to focilitate o response to the public health threat
presented by COVID-19 in Bexar County;

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centees for Distase
Control and Prevention issued on September |, 2020 an Order for Temporaty Halt in Residential
Evictions To Prevent the Further Spread of COVID-19, published in the fedoral register and
eflective September 4, 2020 through December 31, 2020,

WHEREAS, a Counly Judge is authorized to control ingress to and egress from a disaster
ared ured contral the movement of persons and occupancy of premises on an appropriate locul seale



@ wecordanee with Section 418,108(g) of the Texas Government Code und his authority as
Emergeney Mmagement Director:

WHEREAS, it is the intent of this Amended Exceutive Order to remain us consistent with
ad o huemaonize, to the extent possible, the exceutive orders of Governor Grag Abbott and the
current dleciaeilion uf the Mayor of the City of San Antonio (as extended or modified ) and

WILREAS, by the authority vested in me as Bexar County Judge and as the Emergency
Munugument Director for the County of Bexar to continue fo protect the health und sutety of the
contimunity dnd address developing and rapidly changing circumstances when presented by the
cterent public health emergency, | hereby rescind my previous Exceutive Orders snd any
Supplemental Exeewtive Ovders and issue this revised and Amended Exceutive Order in their
placy,

PURSUANT TO THE TEXAS DISASTER ACT OF 1975, BEXAR COUNTY JUDGE
NELSON W. WOLFF HEREBY ISSUES THIS AMENDED EXECUTIVE QRDER AS
FOLLOWS:

Effective as af 5:00 p.m. on Monday, September 21, 2020 (“Effective Date™), and continuing
thraugh 11:539 s on Wednesday. October 28, 2020 unless extended, moditied or terminated
early by Bexar County Judge Nelson W, Wollf or us otherwise indicated below:

L Public Health Emergency. That this Amknded Executive Order shall continue the toeal
disuster decluration and public health emergency for Bexar County for the peried
speci{ivd in this Amended Executive Order and shall incorporate and udopt the most
recent exeeutive orders, proclamations or declarations issued by Guvernor Greg Abbutt
and any subsequent orders, proclamations or declarations issued by the Govemor relating
10 the COVID-19 disaster. This Amended Executive Order further identifies more
stringent measures that are necessary to mitigate spread of the COVID-1Y viruy including
adopting the U.S, Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease
Contral andd Prevention Order for Temporary Halt in Residentinl Evictions to Prevent the
Further Spread of COVID-19, publisbed in the Federal Repister and effestive on
September 4, 2020,

(. Health and Safety Policy — Commercial Entities. From the date af this Amended
Exeeutive Order. afl commereial entities in Bexar County providing goods or servicoy
directly o the puhlic must develop and implement u heulth sad sufety policy ("Health
and Sufety Policy™). The Health and Safety Policy must require, at ¢ minimum, 1) that
all employees. customers and other visitors to the commereinl entity’s business pramisos
or ather facilities wear face coverings when in an ares or pertforming an activity which
will necessurily involve close contact or praximity to co-workery or the publie whure 8ix
foet of sepuration is not feasible, and 2) that the commercial entity prominently displuy b
list of CQVID-19 symptoms at or near the public and employee entrancey ol the
premtises. The Health and Safety Policy required to be developed and implemented by
this Amended Exeeutive Order may also include the implementation of other mitigating
measures designed to control and reduce the transmission of COVID-1% such s
leperature checks or heatth sereenings, Temperature sercening is highly eneouraged




for etapluyees, customers and for visitors to retail stores with volume ond capucity levels
that allow for practical implementation. Commercial entities must post the Health and
Sufety Policy required by this Amended Executive Order in a conspicuous location
sulticient to provide notice to employees, customers and visitars af all health and satoty
requirernents,  Failure to develop and implement the Health and Satety Policy reyuired
by this Amended Executive Order may result in a fine not to excecd $1.000 for euch
vinlation,

HL  Faee Coverings — General Public. In accordance with executive order GA-29, that every
person 10 vears or older in Bexar County shall wear a tace covering over the nose and
twouth when inside a commercial entity or other building or space upen to the publie, or
when in an outdour public space, wherever it is not feasible to maintain six feet of social
distuneing fron another person not in the same houschold or when working {n arens that
invalve close proximity with other coworkers. The CDC advises tace coverings tor people
2 vewrs or older,  Face coverings muy include homemade musks, scarfs, bandanus, oF &
handkerchief. Bexar County residents should continue ta maintain social distaneing of ut
least six feet while outside their home. Bexar County employees ure alse reguired to wair
Face coverings under the same ciceumstances as the general public,

Following « verbal or written waming for a first-lime violator ot this lhee coveriag
reyuirement, o person's seeond violation shall be punishable by a fine not to exeoed $250,
Eaeh subsequent violation shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed $250 per vialativn, |
(T IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED THAT YOU NOT OBTAIN OR WEAR
MEDICAL MASKS or N-95 RESPIRATORS AS THEY ARE A NEEDED
RESOURCE FOR HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS AND FIRST RESPONDERS, Our
heultheare workers and first responders on the front-line combating COVID-19 must have
priority ueeess to medical masks or other personal protective equipment, Fueg coverings
du net need to be worn by:

any persan younger than 10 years of age (though strongly encouragedd).

« any person with a medical condition or disability that prevents wearing a fuce covering:

any person while the person is consuming food or drink, or is scated at o restavrant to cat

ar drink;

o any person while the person is (a) exercising outdoors or engaging in physical netivity
outdoars, and (b) maintaining a safe distance from other people not in the sane
louschold:

o any person while the person is driving alone or with passengers who are part of the same
houschald as the driver:

o qny persan obtaining a service that reguires temporary remuval of the face covering for

seeurity surveillance, sereening, or a need for ypecitic access to the fuce. such by wihile

visiting & bank or while obtaining a personal care service involving the face. but only to
the extent necessary for the temporary removal;

ahy person while the persen is in a swimming pool, lake, or similor body of water:

any persan who is voting, assisting a voter, serving as a poll watcher, or actively

administering an clection. but wearing a face covering is strongly encournged:
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« ay person who is actively providing or obtaining access to religions worship, bu
waearing i fiee eovering is strongly encouraged; or
« quy pepsan while the person is giving a speech for a broadcast or to an audience.

Plense note that faee coverings are a secondary strategy to other mitigation eftorts, Face
coverings wre not o replacement for social distancing, frequent handwashing, and self-
isalation when sick, Al people should follow CDC recommendations for huw to wear
md tuke off' o mask, Residents should keep up the following habits while in publict

s washing hunds betore you leave home and when you return,

s staving at least six feet away from others,

e avaiding touching nose or face,

o ool uging disposable masks more than three times, and

o washing reusabie cloth masks regularly to prevent the spread of the vitus,

Lavge Gatherings Prohibited, Large gatherings or events estimated to be in exeess af’ 10

peapie sutdoors are prohibited.
Exgeptions rom this prohibition are listed below in (1) through (15):

[, Anyservices listed by the U.S, Department of Homeland Sceurity’s Cyberseeurity and
Infrasteucture Security Agency (CISA) in its Guidance on the Essentiul Critieal
lutinstructure Waorkfdree !

2. Religious services

3. Loeal government operations

4 Child-cure services

50 Youth camps

6, Reereational sports programs for youths and adults

7. Any public or private schools, and any public or private institutions ol highee
cducation, not already covered above

8 Drive-in concerts, movies, or simitar events, under guidelines that facilitate
wppropriste socinl distancing, that generally require spectators to remain in their
vehicles, and that minimize in-person contact between people who are not in the
samy ousehold or vehicle

9, Mrafessionul, eollegiate, or similar sporting events

10, Swimming pools

L, Water parks

13, Muscums and lihraries

13, Zans, aquarinms, natural caverns, and similar facilities

14, Rudtens and equestrian events,

15, Amusenient parks and carnivals

Cecupancy limitations as set out by executive order GA-28 and GA-30 upply, An etity
or erganizer of any large gathering or event under excepted activities (6) and {9) through
{157 must implenicat a Health and Safety Policy which requires that all employwes, visltors,
ar eustomers o the entity of organizer’s premises or other facilities wear face voverings
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whe tnan aren or performing an activity which will necessarity involve close contuet or
proxiutily o co-warkers or the public where six feet of separation iy not teasible,
lemperaiure/symptom screening, and protocols for maintaining social distancing during the
guthering, These requireinents for large gatherings or events are effective Friday, July 3,
2020 heginning at 12:00 pm, Failure 1o develop and implement the Health and Satety
Poltey required by this Amended Executive Order may result in a tine nat o exeeed $ 1,000
fue each violation,

Lluusehold Social Gatherings. [n accordance with the proclamution issued by Governoe
Abhatt, that Household Social Gatherings, including family patherings, shall not inglude
mare than 10 persons,

Restaurants, Dine-in services by restaurants that have less than 51 percent of their gross
receipls from the sale of aleoholic beverages, and whose customers eat or drink only while
setedd, may operate at ap to 75 percent of the total listed occupuncy of the restaurant,

Bars, Peopleshall not visit bars or simitar establishments that hold a permit (rom the Texuy
Alesholic Beverage Commission {TABC)Y and ure not restaurunts a8 detined above in
parugraph number 6: provided, however, that the use by such bars or similar establixiinonts
ol drive-thru, pickup, or delivery options for food and drinks is allowed to the extont
authorized by TABC.

Rafting and Tublng Services. People shall not use commereial rafing uﬂ tubing servives,
including rental of rafts or tubes and transportation of people tor the purpose of rafting or
tubing,

Hosplials and Surgical Procedures, Every hospital that is licensud under Chupter 241 of
the Texas Health and Safety Code, [ocated in the City ol San Antonio, shill reseryve nt least 11)
pereent of its hospital capacity for treatment of COVID-19 patients, accounling lor the range
of clindcal severity of COVID-19 patients, as determined by the Texas Feulth and Human
Servives Cotmmission: provided, however. that any hospital that is part o6 u hospital system
cansisting ol more than one member hospital may reserve less than 10 pereent of ity cupueity
s long ax the sumulative capacity reserved throughout the hospital system within the same
Trauma Service Area is at least [0 percent,

Long-term Care Facilitics and Dialysis Facilities. People may visit nursing homens,
statie supported living centers, assisted living facilities, or long-term care facilities ax
determined through guidance from the Texas Health and Human Serviees Commission
HIHSC), Nursing bomes, state supported living centers, assisted living fucilities, long-
term care facilities and dialysis facilities should follow infection control policies and
practices set forth by HHSC, including minimizing the moyement of stalt hetwesn fovilities
whenever possible. That in order te reduce the risk of transmission of COVID 19 umony
vuleruble papulations in long-term care tacilities and dialysis facilities; {) no person ghall
visit nuesing homes, state supported living centers, assisted living neilities, dlalysis
theilitics and long-term care facilities unless to provide critical servives, or far visitation,
as determined through guidance from the Texas Health and Human Services Comission
ar uther relevant state authority; and ii) excluding those individuals providing eritival
setvices, any individual providing non-critical in-person services ot who s otherwise
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eployed or statfs o long-teem eare taeility (¢.g. nursing home, or assisted living feellity)
ar dialysis facility and has dircet patient contact shatl he prohibited from working in. or
visiting, move than one long-term care facility or dinfysis factlity for any pumpose us i result
al the nereased risk for transmission of COVID-19 to an at-risk population unless
otherwise excepted by guidance  issued by the Texas Health and Humun Services
Cammission or ather relevant state authority, The prohibition shall extend to any sgency
or arganization who employs individuals for purposes ot staffing or on o temparary basis,
Nutwithstunding, this prohibition does not, and is not intended to, impaet or restriet the
ability ot an individual, organization or entity to operate as an essential business under the
aredlers ol the Texus Governor, but shall only restrict the ingress/egress and movement of
prrsans inte or outl of more than one nursing home facility when not necessary to provide
critical services.  Additionully, long-term care facilities and or dinlysis thetlitivs showld
fullaw afl additiondd CDC guidance to take proactive steps to protect the health of residents
and preserve the health care warkloree by identifying and excluding potentiadly infevted
st members, conducting vistiation consistent with (he Texas Governor's exesutive
arders, nny applicable declaration of the Mayor of San Antonio and any Execttive Ordor
ot the Bexar County Judge, ensuring carly recognition of potentially infected patients, and
implementing appropriate infection control measures.

Temporary Halt in_Residential Evictions, A landlord, owner of residential propetty, or
other persan with legal right to pursue eviction or possessory action shall comply with the
US, Department of Health and Human Serviees, Centers for Disense Control and
Preventidn Order for Temporary Halt in Residential Evictiond to Prevent the Fuether
Spread of CVOID-1Y, published in the Federal Regisler on Sceptember 4, 2020 2¢*DC
Order™ tor those Covered persons withia the CDC Ordee, Pursuant to the COCs Order,
{hilure to comply may result in a tine not to exeeed §1,000 for cach violation,

Bexar County Justice Center Complex and Facilities, That the Bexar County Justiee

Center Complex shatl have limited points of access, subject 1o modification ay dectmed
necessuary by the County Judge: i) the Paul Elizondo Tower Nueva Street entringe; ii) ong
at the Cadena-Reeves Justice Center Dolorosa Street entranee: i) the Bexar County
Couwrthouse Bexar Heritage Center entrance: and iv) the County Courthause South enttunce
at the Nueva Street entrance, and that all other county-owned or leased buildings have 4
single controlled point of entrance.  Further, all citizeny und employees shall be
appraprintely sereened before entering any Bexar County owned or leased building. At the
eontrol paints, citizens and employees shall be asked certain risk-related questions and
their lemperdture taken by least obtrusive means.  Any individual with a temperature
exeenling 100 °F ar who fuils lbe screening process will be not be allowed to enter the
huilding. Citizets are encouraged (o call the department or office you are attempling to
visit prior to visiting a county-owned or leased facility.  All social distuncing measures
must b implemented at the above-described control points and while in uny Bexar County
tacility,

Bexar County Business, That residents of Bexar County conduet impartant Bexar County
husiness anling or via regular mail to avoid visiting any Bexar County laeilities unloss
absabutely necessary,
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Foreclusure Sale Canceled. That the upcoming Foreciosure sale seheduled Tor Qutoher 6,
20020 be postponed - The sale may be rescheduled on a later date, to be announeed, i publie
health vlicialy determine that a foreclosure sale with a large crowd will not result ina
threat (a the health and safely of those in attendance due to an increased risk o tranyission
a COVI-1.

suverahility, The sections, puragraphs, sentences, clawses and phrases of this Amended
Lixecwtive Order are severable and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of
this Amended Executive Order should be deglared invalid by the final judgment or deeree
af ay caurt or competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shatl not affeet any of the remaining
phrases, clogses, sentences, paragraphs and sections that ean be given etfoet without the
invalid provision, and to this end, the pravisions of this Amended Executive Onler are
severibly,

Interpretation and Additional Terms. To the greatest extent possible, this Amunded
Executive Order shall be interpreted as cansistent with and supplemental to any executive
arder issued by the Texas Governor,  All provisions of the exeeutive onders of the Toxay
Ciovernor cither existing or as, if and when issued, which arc made upplicable o all

furisdlictions by law shall be automatically incorporated into and constitute tenns of this

Amended Executive Order. enlorecable as if set forth herein without nevessity loe the
tssuanee of uny turther orders.

Fanforcoment. In accordance with the limitations contained in the executive vrdees of
Governar Greg Abbott or this Amended Executive Order, that any pence oftteer or other
person witlt law tul authority is hereby authorized to entoree the provisions ot this Amended
Executive Order in accordance with the authority granted under the Texas Disuster Avt of
1975,

ORDERETD this 21st day of September, 2020

NELSON

Wl

" WOLFF

Bexar County Judge
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