CITY OF LEON VALLEY

Citizens Police Advisory Committee Meeting
Leon Valley City Council Chambers
6400 El Verde Road, Leon Valley, Texas 78238
Wednesday, July 17, 2019
MINUTES

1. The Citizens Police Advisory Committee of the City of Leon Valley, Texas met on the 17t day of July, in the Leon
Valley City Hall located at 6400 El Verde Road, Leon Valley, Texas, for the purpose of the following business:

The meeting was called to order by: Karen Seiffert at 6:00 p.m. with the following in attendance: Asst Chief
Ruben Saucedo oversaw the meeting in place of Chief Salvaggio, Karen Seiffert, Richard Blackmore, Ruth
Fernandez, Charles Hawsey, Susan Hillje, Heather Riddle, Andrea Roofe, Minnie Ruiz and Dr. Catherine
Rodriguez.

2. Chairperson Seiffert requested a review of the June 19, 2019 meeting minutes. A motion to approve the meeting
minutes was proposed and approved by attendees.

3. Chief’s Report:

a.

Impound Lot Presentation- In the month of June 66 cars were impounded. Of those, 56 were traffic
violations and 1 was a city ordinance violation. Revenues from storage and impound fees in the month of
June were $13,735.00. On June 12, 2019 an auction was held where 33 vehicles were sold. Collected
was $23,060.

Update on Neighborhood Officer Assignments- There is a hyperlink to each officer on the Leon Valley
website where you can contact our neighborhood officer (Clarence Yarborough) directly. If you have an
emergency please call 911 as this is an email communication and if the officer is not on duty the email
may not be seen until the officer returns for his shift.

Status of Red-Light Camera- Events in the month of June 2019 were 6641. After reviewing each event
of a red light being run an adjustment was made and 4842 citations were issued. Since Jan 1 through
June 31 there have been 25,992 citations. Our collection rate is 60%.

Citizen’s Concerns from Last Meeting

a. The Seneca Lights at Bandera. TXDOT has said the lights are working the way they are
supposed to work. The lights and their timing are the responsibility of the city of San Antonio.
This has been brought up multiple times and the City is continuously working with TXDOT & SA.

0 The Lights at Wurzbach & Bandera. These lights are also the responsibility of the city of San
Antonio and they say the lights are working correctly (timing). Communication continues.
0 The Lights at Bandera & Wurzbach turned. After a wind storm the lights were facing in such a

way that drivers could not see if they were red or green. TXDOT has adjusted them. They have
been adjusted so that if a car goes too far into the intersection, then the lights cannot be seen.
This is to help people change their driving behavior to keep them from stopping in the actual
intersection.

0 High weeds at a house on Forest Way near Forest Crest — It is on the officer’s list to speak with
the home owner to inform them of code compliance.

0 Standing water from LC-17 project — The city has been spraying for mosquitos, the last time was
this past Friday.

o] DOS XX truck cutting through Grass Valley neighborhood to make deliveries around 4 p.m.

weekly — Traffic officers have been assigned to this issue and will be contacting the liquor stores
they are making deliveries to inform of the policy of no thru trucks in the Grass Valley
neighborhood.

0 Burglary at a home in the 7200 block of Grass Valley — the detectives are on it.



0 Dog barking constantly in Grass Valley — This has been turned over to Code Enforcement to deal
with this issue.

0 Roadway cross walk lights on Evers at the library cannct be seen in daylight hours — Signs are
being changed out that will be more easily seen during the day and rumble strips will be installed.
0 Request from residents at retirement center next to Lecn Valley Elementary to put in a cross walk

on Huebner road. — A cross walk with lights (like the ones at the library crossing Evers Road) has
not been budgeted for the upcoming year because the funds were not available, but they should
be available next year. When this upgrade to the cross walk occur's the city will look at moving
the cross walk closer to the refirement center so both the elementary students and the elderly
residents have easy access fo the cross walk.

o] lllegal structure behind Serendipity on Eckhert Road — this was turned over to Code Enforcement
and is being taken care of.

4. Discuss and Consider Possible Action on:

a. Members Discuss Neighborhood Watch Program Status: subdivision will have their next
Neighbarhood Watch Meeting on Sunday, Sept. 15, 2019 at 3:00 p.m.

b. Sign Committee Presentation: The committee is getting close to having a complete ordinance cn
signs ready for the city council to approve soon. Sorne items that will be in the ordinance will be that
there will be a Political Sign Garden cutside the Community Center and outside City Hall. Only 2
signs per candidate will be allowad in each sign garden. The size will be limited to 18" x 24" signs.
Signs will only be allowed in the sign garden 30 days prior to early voting and must be removed 72
hours after election day. The very large LIQUOR sign that is at the exit of the flyover of Bandera
Road is legal because of the flyover. However, the Leon Valley Economic Development Office is
working with the owner of the store to make the sign prettier. Anyone interested is welcome to attend
the Sign Committee meetings held the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month until the sign ordinance
has been totally updated.

c. Discuss Animal Ordinance Status and Next Step — The survey has been completed and data is
being collected from those surveys. This information will be aggregated and given to the City Council
on 09/17/19 to determine how the ordinance will be changed.

d. Independence Day Celebration- The city departments all met after the July 4th celebration to go
through everything that occurred, the good and the bad, in order to determine what needed to be
adjusted in order to make sure that future events run even more smoothly. Many positive comments
were shared. One problem for our neighborhood was the cars parking along both sides of the street
making it impossible for two cars to pass on the sfreet. Because of this one car would have to back
up to let another car get through creating a very dangerous situation with so many pedestrians. This
will be addressed for future events in the park. If you have any suggesticns on how to alleviate the
problem please let me know and | will share that with the Chief.

5. New ltems for Discussion and Consider Possible Action On

a. AXON Camera System- The department has received new body cameras and will be receiving car
cameras for their police cars from AXON. This company used to make Tasers. They have maved into
creating state of the art equipment for police to document police related events. These new
cameras are cloud based so a server is not needed and officers do not need to take time from their
patrol duties 1o download their camera images, it is done automatically. The older COBAN cameras
have heen failing due to their age and needed to be replaced. These items are being paid for by a
grant and by the Asset Forfeiture Program, not tax dollars. If someone asks for records they can be
redacted and downloaded directly by officers or lawyers of whomever requests them rather than
having an officer take time to make a CD of the event and drive it to the person asking for it. Patrol
Car cameras arrive in August. This will allow officers to upload their body camera footage to the
cloud without having 1o come in to the police station.
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b. Special Olympics Tip-a-Cop at Texas Roadhouse {Cinema Ridge): This year’s event will be on July
25™ from 5-9 p.m. All residents are invited to attend and show support for the athletes.

6. Citizen’s Concerns and Committee Member Comments: The following citizen’s concerns
were brought up to Assistant Chief Saucedo from the representatives

a. There have been a number of negative comments on social media about LVPD towing vehicles. The
offenders get 3 warnings before any vehicle is towed. The first is a sticker on the car {(often these
are just torn off and ignored), the second is a letter and the third is a registered letter. It was
requested that perhaps the letter could include how to contact the LVPD if there are extenuating

circumstances which might make a difference in the procedure.
b. Plans are being made to have a Citizen’s Police Academy in the fall. This is a wonderful class where

you can learn much about the workings of our Police Department.

¢. QT Safety Zone —There is a yellow sign at the QT business which is used by people if they need help.
The employees are instructed to assist them.

d. The Trade Spot — located just beyond the police dept. on El Verde road. This is used all the time for
custody exchanges and private sale of items for a safe space close to the police with an emergency
call button if an unexpected problem arises.

e. Vehicles are not to park on the grass as per city ordinance,

f. LV Stickers —the blue stickers that can be placed on your cars are available at the Leon Valley City

Hall front office.

7. Next Meeting: Scheduled for August 21, 2019 at 6pm

8. Adjournment- A motion to adjourn the meeting was made at 7:45pm by Richard
Blackmore, and seconded by Heather Riddle.
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